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North Wales Online Reading Project — Keeping Pupils Reading!

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your child’s school has indicated that they are keen to help pupils continue to practise reading at
home during the period of school closure caused by the coronavirus outbreak. The research team at
the Collaborative Institute for Education Research, Evidence and Impact (CIEREI), Bangor University,
has produced a comprehensive support package to help parents use Headsprout reading
programmes at home.

This letter provides a simple step-by-step guide to help parents use the free Headsprout access that
your school has set up for your child. It is your choice to decide whether you want to use Headsprout
at home or not. If you decide you want to help your child read at home, this project will provide
information and online support materials to help you get started. There is no problem if you start to
use Headsprout and then decide you can’t continue.

Headsprout is an evidence-based online English language reading programme that provides
engaging online episodes and eBooks designed to teach phonics, phonemic awareness, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension skills. It is comprised of three parts:

1. Early Reading (80 episodes — around 15 minute per episodes) This teaches phonics,
phonemic awareness, fluency, vocabulary, and beginning comprehension skills.

2. Reading Comprehension (50 episodes - around 20 minutes per episode) This teaches
comprehension skills including the 4 key question types: ‘find fact’, ‘clue words’, ‘mostly
about’ and ‘vocabulary’.

3. Advanced Reading Comprehension (50 episodes — around 20 minutes per episode) This
teaches pupils to apply the key reading comprehension strategies across a variety of text
types and includes key vocabulary.

Your child will complete a placement test to place them at the most appropriate starting point based
on their reading ability. The following ten steps explain how to access our training and support
materials so you can help your child to use Headsprout at home:

STEP 1: Ensure you have all the correct documents before you get started

STEP 2: Use your child’s hwb email to access the resources on the Google Classroom
STEP 3: Choose the device your child will use.

STEP 4: Getting started on the programme.

STEP 5: How to listen to and use the stories in Headsprout Early Reading.

STEP 6: How to access and use the Star Zone.

STEP 7: How to listen to and score the benchmark stories.

STEP 8: How to read messages from Headsprout and school staff.

STEP 9: How to complete the fluency building activities.

STEP 10: How can parents help?



STEP 1

Ensure you have all the correct documents before you get started.

The school will send you these documents:

Document

Visual guide

1. This letter (with links to the
hwb network and all training
videos)
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STEP 2: Use your

STEP 3: Croose the device your chld wil use.
STEP 4: Getting started on the programme.

STEP 5: How 1o isten to use thestories In Headsprout Early Reading.
STEP 6: How 10 access and use the Star Zone.

STEP 7: How to isten 1o and score the benchmark stories.

STEP 8: What i the role of school staff and parents?

2. Headsprout parent letter
(explaining how to login)

e Kids A-Z

Dear Parent or Guardian
Your child has access 1 award-winning digital resources through Kids A-Z. Leaming A-Zs website created for students. After
your child logs in, each website your child's teacher has subscribed 10 is shown. Your child can work on assignments or select
other resources for reading and writing practice.

Website Resources for Your Student

He’&dsprouf Selt-paced phonics and comprehension skl lessons* |
* Access by Kids A-Z app from the app store. Data rates may apply.
Kids A-Z Login Instructions

Step 1:Goto ¢ z.c0m

Step 2: Enter or choose the teacher's username, sroberts111

0.3:Yourchd nde i or horamame n s char, 0 Adarm
Sip 4-Your chid eamrs s o er pasowar, Rabol

How to Register for and Receive Progress Reports
M you would like 10 receive actvity and progress reports for your child and send him or her messages, you can register for
parent access from your child's teacher. Once the teacher approves access, you can view reports and send your child
messages by clicking on the parent link at the 1op of the screen at www kidsa-z.com. Here are the free options for requesting
access

© Aftor your child logs in, click on the green parent bution at the 1op right of the screen and enter your email address.

© Sond your email address(es) 1o your child's leacher at arah..roberts@0angor.ac uk

© Ciip and fillout the form below and retum it 0 your child's teacher.

TEACHER NAME: srobers111
STUDENT NAME: AdamR

PARENT E-MALL ADDRESS(ES):

SIGNATURE DATE

GETITON

b Google play‘ IE 5@!0“‘

Available on the

I. App Store

3. Your child’s login card (school
username, child’s username
and child’s password)

Kids A-Z
AdamR

&“» Teacher Username
sroberts111

Student Password
o Rabbit
AdamR

www.kidsa-z.com

Downloadonthe amazopappstore GETITON
‘ App Store ~ |&me » Google play




STEP 2
You will need to use your child’s hwb email to access the resources on the Google Classroom.

Follow this video guide to show you how to login to our Google Classroom and access our ‘how to’
guides and other resources:

https://youtu.be/ZWA4IKV{vi3w

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide Visual guide

1. Enter google classroom login «EJ G Google X l+ v
in the website address bar € 5 O @ | O googledasoomlogil
then press enter

Ip google classroom login

2. You are now on the Google
classroom login page ForBbaton mowger o

g Cszrcom

Manage teaching and learning with Classroom

Classroc : g i and Taster better

communication

CLICK ‘Sign in’

Then |:> o

CLICK ‘Google Classroom’ |:> Google Classroom

3. Enter your child’s hwb email

CLICK ‘Next Google

Signin
Use your Google Account

Email or phone

[

Forgot email?

Not your computer? Use InPrivate windows to sign in.
Learn more

Create account |:> m



https://youtu.be/ZW4IKVfvi3w

4. It will ask you to enter your
child s hwb email again on the Hwb®
hwb site
Sign in
:> username(-?hwbryrmu‘nei
Can’t access your account?
Sign-in options
5. Enter your child’s hwb
password Hwb’
Then & robertss395@hwbcymru.net
Enter password
CLICK ‘Sign in’ |:> -
Forgotten my password
-
Google Classroom
w = 4 e
CLICK the ‘+’ sign
Then |:> + s e
CLICK “Join class’ |:> Join class
Create class
7. Enter the Google Class code

3zlamft

Then

CLICK “Join’

Join class

Ask your teacher for the class code, then
enter it here.

Class code

3zlamf]

|:> Join




8. You are now a member of the . .
Headsprout Keeping Pupils Headsprout Keeping ‘
Reading Google Classroom Ostudents

CLICK the Headsprout Keeping

Pupils Reading Google
Classroom ~ B

Headsprout Keeping Pupils Reading Project Stream Classwork People Grades
Then Headsprout Keeping Pupils Readingdfroject

Class code 3zlamft [}

CLICK ‘Classwork’
Classwork People Grades

9. Here you will see a list of |:> Fluency building rescurces
folders
@ Benchmark Assessment resources Posted Apr 29
CLICK the folder you need @ Technical issues FAQ sheet Posted Apr 29
@ Headsprout at a glance guides Posted Apr 29
Then @ Getting started - project information letter w... Posted Apr 29
CLICK ‘View materials’ n - HS_fluency_building_aft...
I:> View material
Then

. @ Fluency building resources
CLICK the material you want
to open Fuency bullding sheets (episode 10 10 80)

AND
Ata glance guide to fluency buikling

i HS_fluency_building_aft... { HS_fluency_building_aft...
| POF POF
Please follow the step by step ! ' ! '
video guide: | HS_fluency_building_aft... | HS_fluency,_building_aft...
| POF POF
https://youtu.be/ZWAIKVfvi3 S — —
| HS_fluency_building_aft... i HS_fluency_building_aft...
w | | PDF i PDF

View material



https://youtu.be/ZW4IKVfvi3w
https://youtu.be/ZW4IKVfvi3w

STEP 3

Choose the device your child will use.

Follow the instructions below if you are using a laptop or a computer.

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide

Visual guide

OR
Type in the text password
Then

CLICK ‘Go’

1. Type www.headsprout.com in New Tab x  +
to the webpage address bar |:> O @ wwwheadsproutcom
i Apps @ www.headsprout.com
2' You are now on the He’adsprouf Episodes Launched: 182,983,524 | Leamers Onine: 122,910 ([l IEESTD ABGUE M BBR
Headsprout home page '
CLICK ‘Kids login’
3. Enter the Teacher username
Then Teschers Ussnaos
Y ) -
CLICK ‘Go’
4. You can now see a list of 0 0 °
names
Thomas SARAHR 'I’?(F ovelack
CLICK your child’s name and
icon EmilyRT B Jones SueC
CeriR Sammyld SophieH
5. You can now see a list of
pictures
CLICK your child’s picture(s) CeriR
password
[ change student ]

Student Password



http://www.headsprout.com/

6. You are now on your child’s
Headsprout home page

CLICK the ‘Headsprout’ tree
house to start an episode

CLICK ‘Book room’ to read
more books

CLICK ‘Messages’ to read
messages from Headsprout or
school staff

CLICK ‘My stats’ to see how
many stars your child has
earned and how many they
have to spend

CLICK ‘Star zone’ to spend the
stars on the Avatar Builder or
Raz Rocket

7. Once your child has finished . i
615 %  CeriR }-Logwt Parents

CLICK ‘Log out’

Follow the instructions below if you are using the app on a tablet or phone.

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide Visual guide

1. Search and install Kids A-Z on
your App store

CLICK ‘Install’




2. You have now installed the

Kids A-Z app on your device

CLICK ‘Open’

Enter the Teacher username
Then

CLICK the green arrow

©
Kids A-Z
Teacher Username
-~

You can now see a list of
names

CLICK your child’s name and
icon

Choose your icon

You can now see a list of
pictures

CLICK your child’s picture(s)
password

OR
Type in the text password
Then

CLICK ‘Go’

2lspele L]
= e B 363 03




6. You are now on your child’s Headsprout
Headsprout home page '

CLICK the ‘Headsprout’ tree
house to start an episode

CLICK the ‘Book room’ to read
more books

CLICK ‘Messages’ to read
messages from Headsprout or
school staff

CLICK ‘My stats’ to see how
many stars your child has
earned and how many they
have to spend

CLICK ‘Star zone’ to spend the
stars on the Avatar Builder or
Raz Rocket

7. Once your child has finished

CLICK the three lines at the
top left of the screen

CeriR
Then Sarah Roberts (sroberts

Headsprout

Raz Rocket

CLICK ‘Log out’ &

{f Avatar Builder

(] Student Dashboard

. Messages
o Parents
° Settings

|:> & ugow




STEP 4

Getting started on the programme.

Follow instructions on the how to get started on Headsprout in the ‘Headsprout at Home’ video:

https://youtu.be/yWiValLJEd7g

Please note: Step-by-step guide points 1 to 8 are a brief summary of ALL the parts to complete. For
more information please see the relevant steps (shown in bold) further down the page.

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide

Visual guide

1. Help your child to login

Kids A-Z

AdamR
®  Teacher Username .

sroberts111

L)

e [0
o Rabbit
AdaR Teacher Username

www.kidsa-z.com

o S esa— oerron
& JopStore | 2MERNLRACS I Google piay

Choose your icon

2. Sit with your child whilst
they complete the episode
(the first episode will place
them at the correct episode
for their reading ability)

Placement Test



https://youtu.be/yWiVaLJEd7g

3.

Listen to your child read the
story that comes up
automatically at the end of
each episode (once they
have reached episode 5 in
Early Reading) SEE MORE
INFORMATION IN STEP 5

Trish feels her finger. Her finger
is cold.

Encourage your child to read
more books in the book
room (50 stars are rewarded
for every book read) SEE
MORE INFORMATION IN
STEP 5

Encourage your child to visit
the ‘Star Zone’ to spend the
stars they have earned (by
completing the episode and
reading the books) SEE
MORE INFORMATION IN
STEP 6

Listen and score every
benchmark story (after every
10t episode) SEE MORE
INFORMATION IN STEP 7




7. Read messages from school
staff (telling you the episode
scores and any practice
needed) SEE MORE
INFORMATION IN STEP 8

Hi Ceri, weil done you scored 93% on your first episode
(episode 41). Keep up the good work! Here is 500 stars to

spend In the star zone ;)

D Joroct e

Congratulations! You eamed the "Sprout Story Star™

badge! Go check it out!

8. Complete any fluency Héadsprout
building or reading practice Sounds—1 %
but as quickly as you can. o

the school staff ask you ”
) t er tr st w str ©

(through messages) to do 5

SEE MORE INFORMATION g ea k& Bk & h

IN STEP 9 Bl ast er sh tr ill t (]
% ash st v it str at o
'E er it sw tr ing str ©
E t out er sh ast it )
8 tr st at ist str fl (2]

Héradsprouf Target per minute |Fall: 20-29 Winter: 23-34 m7

No more than 3 erro

Connected Text—1

|
o

Scout sees the trees. Can Scout plant trees?
The tree holds Scout. “Can I plant trees?”
Can Scout see the tree?

Scout holds the tree. Scout feels the tree.
The tree feels cold. Scout lands.

Can Scout plant the tree? Scout plans.

Scout can plant the tree!

Fling is swinging.

Fling swings and feels free.

Fling swings and lands. Fling is standing.

For Benchmark in Episode 40: Snipping the Strings

Vee is sleeping. Vee sleeps and sleeps.

o
[
o
°
°
o
°
o
°
°
°
o

San sees Vee sleeping. “Is Vee cold?”




STEP 5

How to listen to and use the stories in Headsprout Early Reading.

Follow the instructions on the ‘How to use the stories in Headsprout Early Reading’ video:

https://youtu.be/SumdQc2RX1U

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide

Visual guide

1. Listen to your child read the
story that comes up
automatically at the end of
each episode (once they
have reached episode 5 in
Early Reading)

2. Follow the steps on the ‘At a
glance guide to stories’
document

- Use as an opportunity to
monitor your child’s progress
between benchmarks

- Be consistent in the way you
help

- Encourage your child

- Print some out

=3 TOP TIPS
FOR STORIES

Use as an opportunity
to monitor students’
progress between

benchmarks

Be consistent in
N the way you help
@ Encourage students

" Print some out



https://youtu.be/SumdQc2RX1U

STEP 6
How to access and use the Star Zone.
Follow the instructions on the ‘How to get started on Headsprout, ‘Headsprout at home’ video:

https://youtu.be/yWiValLJEd7g

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide Visual guide

1. Encourage your child to visit
the ‘Star Zone’ to spend the
stars they have earned (by

completing the episode and .:W—ﬂim—‘—‘»m"”?,

reading the books)

CLICK ‘Star zone’
On your child’s Headsprout
homepage

2. The star zone is split in to
two games: Avatar builder
and Raz Rocket

4
m «

%
ot
@m T



https://youtu.be/yWiVaLJEd7g

STEP 7

How to listen to and score the benchmark stories.

Follow the instructions on the ‘How to conduct the benchmark assessments’ video:

https://youtu.be/mOCkrVGFKzs

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide

Visual guide

Listen and score every
benchmark story (after every
10t episode)

FILL IN the Benchmark
Tracker or make a note of
your child’s score and pass
this on to school staff

Follow the steps on the ‘At a
glance guide to benchmark
assessments’ document

Conduct and score every
benchmark assessment
(school staff will input scores
online)

If rated ‘Needs practice’ try
to practice and STOP
progressing through the
episodes

Try repeating most recent
episodes

Then try the fluency building
activities

Y BENCHMARKS
Important things fo remember

Conduct & score avery
] - benchmark assassment

& input scores onling

2 If rated *“Meeds practice’...
e« PRACTICE! N

b4

Stop progressing
x through the episodes

A. Try repeating most recent episodes

B. Then fluency building activities



https://youtu.be/mOCkrVGFKzs

STEP 8
How to read messages from Headsprout and school staff.
Follow the instructions on the how to get started on Headsprout in the ‘Headsprout at home’ video:

https://youtu.be/yWiValLJEd7g

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide Visual guide

1. Read messages from school
staff (telling you the episode s s

d Hero 18 500 stars 1o

scores and any practice
needed)

CLICK ‘Messages’
on your child’s Headsprout
homepage to view messages

2. Follow the steps suggested
by school staff

For example:

- Move on to the next episode

- Repeat the same episode
(school staff will update this)

- Practise reading the most
recent story

- Complete fluency sheets

Headsprout '--~-—-l%
o mors than 3

Ssy the sounds stretched out, Sounds—1 )

but a3 quickly as you can. T
8 t er tr st w str ©
fl’ old it er ist at h o
:
il ast er sh tr ill t o
2
é ash st v it str at 4]
a
= er it SwW tr ing str ©
£ t out er sh ast it ]
3
2 tr st at ist str fl 2]



https://youtu.be/yWiVaLJEd7g

STEP 9
How to complete the fluency building activities.
Follow the information on ‘How to conduct Fluency Building for Headsprout Early Reading’ video:

https://youtu.be/8JnQ4ejlDWk

See the step-by-step guide below:

Step-by-step guide Visual guide

1. Complete any fluency Headsprout TR
building or reading practice Sy e s sy o, Sounds—1 TR
that is suggested (see & er tr st w s« O
messages from the school) Z old it & E @ h  ®
f;‘ ast er sh tr ill t (-]

% ash st v it str at o

I er it swW tr ing str @

é t out er sh ast it @

; tr st at ist str fl o

Headsprout Target per minute [Fall 30-29 Winter: 23-34 Spring: 5364

Mo more than 3 errorst |

Connected Text—1 J

Count

Scout sees the trees. Can Scout plant trees? o
The tree holds Scout. "Can I plant trees?”
Can Scout see the tree?

Scout holds the tree. Scout feels the tree.
The tree feels cold. Scout lands.

Can Scout plant the tree? Scout plans.
Scout can plant the tree!

Fling is swinging.

Fling swings and feels free.

For Benchmark in Episode 40: Snipping the Strings

Fling swings and lands. Fling is standing.

Vee is sleeping. Vee sleeps and sleeps.

© ©606 00 006 0006 606

San sees Vee sleeping. “Is Vee cold?”

2. Follow the steps on the ‘At a FLUENCY ACTIVITIES
glance guide to fluency Important things to remember

building’ document

Time the activities

- Time the activities

- Reach target 3 times so we @ Reach farget 3 times so
know the child is fluent we know they're fluen!

- Keep a record of their scores

Keep a record
of their scores



https://youtu.be/8JnQ4ejIDWk

STEP 10
How can parents help?

We hope parents will be able to:

» Help their child complete 3 sessions per week
» Sit with their child when completing the episodes
> Listen to their child read after every episode

It would be very helpful if parents could also:

> Listen and score each Benchmark Assessment (after every 10™" episode)

» Conduct Fluency Building if/when required

» Communicate with school staff through messages on Headsprout or through email e.g.
episode percentage scores, benchmark scores and/or whether a child needs to repeat an

episode or conduct the fluency building

We hope this guide helps you deliver Headsprout at home so that we can all help Keep Pupils

Reading!

Best wishes

Sarah Roberts

Reading Research Support Officer,
Collaborative Institute for Education Research,
Evidence and Impact (CIEREI)

School of Education & Human Development
Bangor University.

Dr Richard Watkins

Research and Evaluation Lead

Regional School Effectiveness and
Improvement Service for North Wales (GwWE).
Collaborative Institute for Education Research,
Evidence and Impact (CIEREI),




